14 August 2015 (Fri)

Deafness, Signed Languages and Cochlear Implants
Dr. David Corina

Abstract:

Approximately 2 out of every 1,000 babies are born with a severe hearing loss. Hearing loss in infancy can affect the
normal acquisition of language. Recent linguistic and technological advances give parents new opportunities for
raising deaf children without a significant language delay. This talk presents an introduction of communication
strategies used with deaf infants and discuss the benefits of signed languages and cochlear implants. There will be
discussions on the benefits of multilingualism for both deaf and hearing children.

Optimizing conceptual understanding and literacy development of deaf students by using sign language and
advanced technology
Dr. Christopher Kurz & Dr. Susan Lane-Outlaw

Abstract:

This lecture provides a review of research of academic language and literacy development for deaf children, and
discusses some evidence-based bilingual strategies to optimize conceptual understanding of content subjects. The
strategies also support literacy development of deaf students with support of sign language and advanced
technology. Participants will receive hands-on experiential activities that reinforce use of academic language and
bilingual learning.

15 August 2015 (Sat)

Sign Languages and Bilingualism: Scientific Developments and Emerging Opportunities
Dr. David Corina

Abstract:

Signed Languages used by Deaf communities across the world are naturally occurring human languages. This talk
discusses the linguistic status and psychological processing of signed languages. There will be discussions on the
studies of bi-modal bilingualism where an individual knows both a spoken and a signed language. This talk also
examines the benefits of bilingualism and how the brain responds to languages in the auditory and visual modalities.

How visual language and visual learning support early language and cognitive development
Dr. Christopher Kurz & Dr. Susan Lane-Outlaw

Abstract:

This lecture discusses benefits of visual language and visual learning in supporting early language and cognitive
development for all children. Participants will learn more about visual strategies to learning and communication at
home and in school through hands-on language activities that reinforce cognitive development
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