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» To explore the impact of delayed sign (1) take+CL_sass:box ONE tear+CL_hand:hold_sweet THROW gesture [=eat] gesture [= look at the sweet]
: 2 oo take+CL_hand:hold_sweet+CL_sass:box ONE_LEFT GIVE4 LISA gesture [= that's a good idea] take+CL_sass:box
language input on the acquisition of GIVE, GIVE,
Hong Kong Sign Language (HKSL) (C1-5-TKH, 12;3, 5:6 years of HKSL exposure)
verb agreement. ‘(1) took one sweet from the box and put it in my mouth, (l) ate the sweet. (I) saw that one sweet was left and | thought it

was a good idea to give it to Lisa, (I) took a sweet from the box and gave it to Lisa.’

» Participants:
* 11 severely to profoundly deaf
children of hearing parents
* Initial exposure of HKSL: age 3;11-6;8
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(C2-5-WCY, 8,5, 3;8 years of HKSL exposure)
‘| had one sweet already; (she) gave me one sweet.’
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CL:CARRY_A BAG GO HOME.

1

100% 100% 100%
‘(1) thought | would give (a sweet) to Danny, yes, | 30% 30% 30% 80.00% 78.57%
bought the bag of candy back home.’ 60% 60% 60%
728 |X-1p CL:TAKE_THE_SWEETS FROM_THE_BOX 1st 3 40% 40% 40%
TWO SWEETS TWO 20% 20% 20%
CL:TAKE_THE_SWEETS FROM_ THE BOX 0% 0% 0%
GIVE.. DANNY. Time point 1 Time point 2 Time point 1 Time point 2 Time point 1 Time point 2
10 3 ' (exposure: 3 yrs) (exposure: 5 yrs) (exposure: 2 yrs)  (exposure: 4 yrs) (exposure: 1yr)  (exposure: 3 yrs)
‘| took out two sweets and gave them to Danny.’
2B ~<sume the role of Dannygy 1st 3 AoA: below age 5 BAOA: above age 5 AOA: below age 5 ®AO0A: above age 5 AOA: below age 5
IX-obj ONE_LEFT IX_obj THINK GIVE, LISA - : : :
T = ’ * The AoA effect only seems to hold with Cohort 1 deaf children at time point 2.
gesture [= good]. _ _
There is one sweet left, | thought | could give it to * No clear AoA effect is observed with Cohorts 2 and 3.
Lisa.’
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| saw Danny gave (a sweet) to Lisa. 80% 30% 30%
5 IX'2p 2mG|VE3i' 2nd 3I‘d 60% 60% 60%
"You give (the sweet) to (Lisa).’ 40% 40% 40%
Assume the role of Lisa---------- 3rd 3 20% 20% 20%
IX-3p LISA FORGET_IT TOLERATE, ;GIVE3;. 0% 0% 0%
‘Lisa thought “Ok, forget it, | just bear this.” (Lisa) s;11 511 6,2 68 40 4.9 5.8 6,1 4,2 4.6 4,10
gave (the sweet) to (Danny).’ Time point 1 (exposure: 3 yrs) Time point 1 (exposure: 2 yrs) Time point 1 (exposure: 1 yr)
78l \WHAT TO DO FORGET IT ., GIVE,. gesture[z 20 18 Time point 2 (exposure: 5 yrs) Time point 2 (exposure: 4 yrs) Time point 2 (exposure: 3 yrs)
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I‘What could | do? Alright, just give (it to me). « Cohort 1: AO0A effect seems to hold when the age of Initial exposure Is below 5.

 Cohort 2: Children began to learn HKSL after age 5 performed better than children who
began to learn HKSL below age 5.

 Cohort 3: All children are exposed to HKSL below age 5. The performance is diverse.

» Data was collected at two time points
with a 2-year interval.

Concluding Remarks

* The deaf children of hearing parents go through similar developmental stages as native learners acquiring sign language as the first language.
* The age of acquisition effect only seems to hold with cohort 1 students, but not with other groups of students with shorter period of exposure.
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