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Research on Sign Language and Deaf Education in Mainland China

National Research Center of Sign Language and Braille in China was established in July 2010 and
since then has taken the research task commissioned by the Ministry of Education of China, the National
Language Committee, and Association of Persons with Disabilities in China. In China, it is estimated that
there exist 20,040,000 persons with hearing disability, one fourth of whom are severely disabled and need to
use sign language. Due to the geographical discrepancy nationally, there occurs significant differences the
usage of local sign languages, which can lead to the barriers in communication and learning. Therefore, in
order to promote the deaf education all around china, the center is focusing on the research on
National Common Sign Language, with the overarching purpose to establish a universal system of sign
language that can be understood by the persons with deaf and persons working with the deaf. In addition, the
center conducts research concerning the usage of sign languages of the minorities in China. Meanwhile, the
center also does research related to the standards for National Common Sign Language, as well as sign
language research of popular places nationally and worldwide.

Currently, there are 1933 special education schools in China, including more than 700 schools for
students with deaf. In these schools, teachers use sign language which can be easily understood by the deaf
students to explain the difficult concepts. Additionally, the deaf schools emphasize the students’ ability to
master the written Chinese, and the auditory speech training for students who have residual hearing ability.
The purpose of oral speech training is to assist deaf students in having reading and speaking ability.
“Bilingual teaching” experiments have been or are being carried out in some provinces such as Tianjin,
Anhui, Jiangsu, Sichuan and so on. In these experiments, the deaf teacher and non-deaf teacher are working

together to provide pedagogy to deaf students.



